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Welcome to the first VB Times, I hope 
this is a way to keep the greater 
UAlbany community involved and up 
to date on what’s going on inside the 
volleyball program.  

In January of this year I was promoted 
to Head Coach of our volleyball 
program here at UAlbany.  This is a 
program that I have been a part of for 
5 years and I am extremely excited 
to continue my time here in Albany.  
There has been a great foundation of 
successful volleyball laid here and it is 
my intention to continue that success 
and bring us back to competing for an 
NCAA birth each and every year.  

UAlbany athletics has a great history of 
success in the America East and with 
the group of athletes that we have here 
on the team and coming in the 2019 
class I know they are hungry to get 
back to the tournament.  Our roster this 

year played a lot of young players that 
are going to be one year older and a 
great mix with the upper classmen to 
make a very strong team this fall.  

It is my hope to make a better 
connection with the great alumni 
and greater community through this 
newsletter and an alumni event in 
the spring of 2020.  Alums, mark your 
calendar because we hope to see you 
back in University Gym next spring!

If anyone has any questions about the 
program or wants to drop in and see us 
at a practice or a match, please feel free  
to reach out, I would love to hear from 
you.

Talk to you all soon,
 

Note from the desk of 
Coach Josh
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The Great Danes competed at three 
separate events this spring.

 Our first weekend of competition 
was a great day of practice and 
competition at Colgate University.  
The second weekend had the 
Danes travelling across town to 
face Capitol area foes Siena College 
and the College of St. Rose.  The 
last opportunity to compete came 
when the Great Danes travelled 
to West Point to take on Farleigh 
Dickinson, Southern Conneticut 
State University and rounding out 
the day with Hofstra. 

The team competed hard this 
spring and we had a chance to 
get a lot of different lineups on 
the court and give opportunities 
to all of the team to compete and 
improve their skills.  
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The Great Danes are excited 
for our three returning seniors 
to take the court this fall.  Each 
of these three athletes have 
played a great part in the 
previous success on the court 
and we are looking for more 
great things in 2019 from all of 
them!

Chloe Evering, 5-10 Outside 
Hitter from San Marcos, CA, 
had a great year for the  Great 
Danes last season.  Earned 
the America East Elite-8 
award (3.98 GPA) She was 
tabbed to the America East 
All-Conference Second Team 
and  received America East 
All-Academic Team honors  
She was econd in the team 
in kills (233) while her career-
high 2.91 kills per game 
ranked eighth best in the 
America East. She finished 
the year with a .265 hitting 
percentage,  recorded 32 
total blocks,  chipped in 
with 51 digs,  added four 

assists,  posted 15 games with 
double-digit kills and totaled 
a season-high 20 kills in a win 
against Binghamton (9/28). 
She is majoring in Biology and 
plans to attend medical school 
after her career at UAlbany is 
completed.

Courtney O’Connell, 5-11 
Middle Blocker from Bedford, 
New Hampshire really stepped 
up her game in the middle 
this past season.  Courtney 
was just under 1 block a set 
at .97 over all and upped her 
game to 1.05 during the AE 
Conference matches.  She 
helped the Great Danes to 
lead the America East with 
2.46 blocks per set.  She 
boasted a personal-best 10 
kills against Army West Point 
(8/31) and at New Hampshire 
(10/14). Courtney is majoring 
in Business.

Aqua Okenwa, 6-2 Right Side 
from Canyon Country, CA 

has another solid season for 
the Great Danes.  Aqua was a 
major force at the net earning 
.73 blocks per set and scoring 
3.73 points per set for the 
team.  She ranked 4th in the 
conference in kills per set at 
3.41.  Aqua was tabbed to the 
All-Conference second team 
and named to the America 
East All-Tournament team.  
She was first on the team 
with eight individual double 
doubles.  She was named 
the Most Valuable Player at 
the FGCU Invitational.  She 
was also a three-time All-
tournament Team honoree: 
Black Knights Invitational, 
FGCU Invitational and Auto-
Owners Insurance Spartan 
Invitational.  Aqua is majoring 
in human biology and plans 
to attend medical school after 
her time at UAlbany.
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Coach Josh has completed his staff and they 
are ready to hit the ground running.

Adam Rollman joined the UAlbany volleyball 
staff in 2019 as the program’s defensive 
coordinator. 

Rollman has accumulated extensive 
coaching experience since graduation from 
Nebraska in 2012, most recently serving as 
an assistant coach at Missouri State for the 
2017 and 2018 seasons. He worked primarily 
as the Bear’s recruiting coordinator and 
defensive specialist coach. Rollman also 
served a year as the attacking positions 
coach, helping Missouri State to its first 
undefeated conference record, 18-0, in 
program history. 

Prior to his time at Missouri State, Rollman 
spent two seasons as an assistant coach at 
Central Michigan State. He worked primarily 
with the Chippewas’ outside hitters and 
defensive specialists, helping the program 
to its highest conference win total in three 
years in 2015.

In 2014, Rollman spent the season as an 
assistant coach at Jacksonville University, 
aiding the Dolphins to the Atlantic Sun 
Conference Tournament title and NCAA 
Tournament appearance.

The Norfolk, Neb. native also served as a 
volunteer assistant at Creighton, Iowa and 
Nebraska Wesleyan. 

Rollman was a four-year starter as an outside 

and opposite hitter for the men’s club team 
at Nebraska, serving as the club president 
his senior year and helping the team to 
top-10 national finishes in each of his four 
seasons.

Desma Colburn will enter her first season 
with the Great Danes for the 2019 season.

Colburn brings significant experience as 
both a player and coach to the UAlbany 
sidelines, most recently serving as an 
assistant coach at Princeton from 2015-2017.

In the first season at Princeton, the former 
Oregon State standout helped the Tigers 
capture the Ivy League Tournament. Colburn 
also spent nearly a decade in Europe as both 
a player and assistant coach.

Colburn’s European playing days began 
with a two-year stint at Voley Murcia in 
Spain, where she was a two-time captain. 
She played several years afterwards on top 
French Teams (USSPA Albi and TFOC Terville 
in the Fem Pro A), serving as the TFCO 
Terville team captain.  Colburn also spent 
time in Germany, where she both played and 
coached at TVS Ansbach.

Colburn graduated from Oregon State in 
2006 with a degree in photography. She was 
a four-year starter for the Beavers where she 
is among their program leader in assists. 
She had a career-high 75 assists in a match 
against St. Mary’s, and 20 digs against 
Oregon.

The Great Dane Volleyball 
Team and greater athletic 
community came together on 
Sunday, April 14, to celebrate 
the life of Diane Tedesco.  

Diane lost her corageous 
battle early this year.  Diane 
was our greatest fan and did 
everyhing in her power to 
make sure she was at every 
event the Great Danes held.  It 
was great to see her smiling 
face in the stands of some not 
so hospitable schools.  She 
was always a joy to talk to 
and be around even though 
she had her own personal 
struggles.  Her infectious 
nature always brightened 
the day of everyone she was 
around.

Courtney O’Connell and 
Selah Malcoln put together 
a Memorial 5k in which we 
were able to raise over $2,300 
that was donated to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital in Diane 
Tedesco’s name.  We had a 
wonderful group of nealy 60 
people attend and countelss 
others donate their money 
to go towards celebrating a 
wonderful woman.

Great turnout for 
the Diane Tedesco 
Memorial 5k

New Volleyball Staff is 
Complete

Meet Your 2019 Great Dane 
Senior Volleyball Players



Your spring 2019 
volleyball team took 
a night to put away 
the books and get off 
the volleyball court by 
spending a relaxing 
night at Coach Josh’s 
house.  The night started 
with homemade pasta 
sauce, salad and I think 
the team’s favorite, garlic 
knots.  It was great to 
have a house full of 
people laughing and 
enjoying each other’s 
company and not to be 
focused on volleyball 
for the night.  After 
dinner the team was 
introduced, or reminded 
for some, to the original 
Nintendo where in true 

team fashion there was 
serious competition in 
games such as Dr. Mario, 
Super Mario Brothers and 
Super Mario Brothers 3.  
I think the next visit will 
definitely contain more 
Nintendo as it’s difficult 
to not have something 
that this team will 
compete at!

Between passing of the 
controllers, Coach’s wife 
made two different kinds 
of brownies and had a 
great spread of cookies 
to satisfy the team’s 
sweet teeth.  

The Great Danes had 
the opportunity to fall 

in love with some other 
types of animals.  Coach 
Josh and Melissa have 
three animals, Lucci, 
the toy poodle in the 
above picture.  Peyton 
the skinny cat in the top 
picture and Parker, or 
tons of fun, in the bottom 
picture.  The whole team 
took turns spoiling the 
animals and getting their 
fill since a lot of them 
have pets at home that 
they miss dearly.

Always great to have 
the team over and we 
are looking forward to 
hosting again!

Team spends a relaxing evening at 
Coach’s house this spring

The team relaxing after a 
pasta dinner with their new 
favorite poodle, Lucci!

Off the Court
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Alumnni, please mark your 
calendars for Spring of 2020 
for an alumni event back in 

Albany.  More details to come, 
if you have interest in helping 

to plan, please reach out to 
Josh at jpickard@albany.edu.
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